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Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 

to ask once again, what more must 
happen in order for the international 
community to take deliberative, deci-
sive action against the ruthless mili-
tary dictatorship in Burma? Why 
would any country befriend this savage 
dictatorship that has no qualms about 
engaging in slave labor, systematic 
rape of women, destruction of villages, 
and murder of many innocent civil-
ians? 

The U.N. Security Council should 
act, not only because of the regional 
security problems related to Burma, 
but also because of the regime’s hor-
rific human rights abuses. The abuses 
have caused a humanitarian disaster as 
hundreds of thousands of people have 
fled across Burma’s borders in almost 
every direction. 

The military’s brutal campaigns have 
created between 600,000 and 1 million 
internally displaced people, innocent 
men, women and children who live hid-
ing in the jungles of Burma as they 
fear further attacks. 

Mr. Speaker, the U.S., the U.N. Secu-
rity Council, the international commu-
nity should act now to stop the atroc-
ities. Oppose the blockage of humani-
tarian aid, bring an end to the suf-
fering of the people of Burma, and ad-
dress the regional security problems 
from this regime. 

f 

HONORING SIEGFRIED AND ROY 

(Mr. PORTER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today with my colleague, the gentle-
woman from Nevada (Ms. BERKLEY), in 
expressing my thoughts and prayers to 
our fellow Las Vegan, Roy Horn of 
Siegfried and Roy. 

As many of you know, Roy Horn was 
seriously injured on October 3, 2003, 
when he was hurt on stage by one of his 
star tigers, Montecore. Since then Roy 
has been in critical condition, and I 
wish him quick and speedy recovery. 

It was 30 years ago when Siegfried 
and Roy first debuted in Las Vegas. At 
that time it was only a dream for Las 
Vegas to be the entertainment capital 
of the world as it is today. Through 
hard work and perseverance, Siegfried 
and Roy became one of Las Vegas’ top-
selling shows, having performed in 
front of roughly 40 million people. 

Recently named Magicians of the 
Century, Siegfried and Roy personify 
Las Vegas. Their shows are unlike any-
thing Las Vegas has ever seen, a theat-
rical production, symbolic of a gran-
diose and flamboyant style of enter-
tainment for which Las Vegas has be-
come famous. Their success has been 
Las Vegas’ success as well. Today, 
when people think Las Vegas, they 
think Siegfried and Roy. But when I 
think of Siegfried and Roy, I think of 
two men who came to this country 
with a dream and succeeded even be-
yond their wildest expectations.
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As they once said, it is better to be 
an ordinary guy living an extraor-
dinary life, than any other way. I 
would like to take a moment to ap-
plaud them for their conservation but 
also to give them our prayers and 
thoughts at this time.

f 

GROWING FRUSTRATION WITH 
MEDICARE PRESCRIPTION DRUG 
BENEFIT NEGOTIATIONS 

(Mr. GREEN of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to voice my growing frustra-
tion with the ongoing negotiations to 
create a Medicare prescription drug 
benefit. This could be the largest ex-
pansion of this program since the in-
ception almost 40 years ago. Changes 
to this program will affect every senior 
in every District. 

Unfortunately, leaders of the con-
ference committee only seem inter-
ested in pushing their own agenda. 
They are not listening to Members on 
this side of the aisle, and they are not 
listening to the growing numbers of 
senior citizens. 

We have to find out from media re-
ports that our colleagues are consid-
ering provisions to increase premiums, 
means test the program and ultimately 
privatize Medicare. If these media re-
ports are to be believed, then the pro-
posed benefit is even worse than what 
initially passed this House floor by one 
vote. 

Combined costs of the premiums, 
deductibles and copays amount to 
$1,300 per senior, just for $2,000 worth of 
coverage. That means that the govern-
ment pays $700 and our seniors pay 
$1,300, almost twice as much. 

Mr. Speaker, my seniors do not like 
the sounds of any of these proposals. 
They are already paying 22 percent of 
their out-of-pocket costs on health 
care, and even though they may vote 
for a Democratic Member of Congress, 
they still deserve to have their voices 
heard. 

I urge my conferees to listen to their 
House and Senate colleagues and do a 
bipartisan bill that provides seniors 
with the relief they need.

f 

CONGRATULATIONS GOVERNORS-
ELECT HALEY BARBOUR AND 
ERNIE FLETCHER 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, congratulations to Governor-
elect Ernie Fletcher, our colleague 
from Kentucky, on his historic election 
yesterday as the first Republican-elect-
ed Governor in the Commonwealth in 
32 years. I was honored to spend the 
last 4 days campaigning door-to-door 

for the Fletcher team, and I discovered 
firsthand our colleague and his wife 
Glenna are greatly admired for their 
integrity and competence. 

Yesterday was also a big day in Mis-
sissippi with the election of Haley 
Barbour, who unseated a sitting Demo-
cratic Governor. As the RNC chairman, 
Governor-elect Barbour has proven he 
can make a difference. The Republican 
revolution inspired by Ronald Reagan 
for limited government and expanded 
freedom continues to consolidate 
throughout the South, building on last 
year’s success in South Carolina with 
Mark Sanford, Georgia with Sonny 
Perdue and Alabama with Bob Riley. 

The past month’s Republican guber-
natorial victories begun by Republican 
Governor-elect Arnold Schwarzenegger 
of California underscores the con-
fidence by the American people in 
President Bush’s economic policies re-
flected by this 7.2 percent gross domes-
tic product increase and by support of 
the President’s serious resolve to win 
the war on terror to protect the Amer-
ican people at home. 

At this time, in conclusion, God bless 
our troops. 

f 

A REAL PRESCRIPTION DRUG 
PLAN 

(Mr. DAVIS of Illinois asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 
just as the seniors in Texas and all 
across the country are concerned about 
prescription drug coverage and the ac-
tion of the conferees, so are those in Il-
linois. I met with a group of seniors on 
Saturday, and they are waiting in an-
ticipation of a real plan, a real pro-
gram, and they are saying, Mr. Speak-
er, that they do not want a watered-
down version. They do not want a pig 
in a poke. They want something that is 
real, meaningful. 

Please conferees, listen to the sen-
iors. Let us come up with a real pre-
scription drug plan. 

f 

SIGNING OF THE PARTIAL BIRTH 
ABORTION BAN 

(Mr. BOOZMAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to thank President Bush who 
will be signing the Partial Birth Abor-
tion Ban later today. By making the 
Partial Birth Abortion Ban law, Con-
gress and President Bush have listened 
to the strong voices of our constituents 
who want to protect the health of 
women and fight for the sanctity of 
life. 

The Partial Birth Abortion Ban Act 
of 2003 bans the procedure in which a 
living fetus is partially delivered be-
fore the fetus is killed and delivery is 
completed. This law will have the 
power to stop partial birth abortion 
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